
''

' '' 'v::' :,r::':-J-
-

VOL. I. LOUDON, TENNESSEE, MAX 6,1 853. NO. 254

Pl'BLUnEB WEEKLY BY

rNO. W, & SAM'L B. O'BBIEH,
.
' OJp.ce on Ceilar Street, East of the PhIUc Sjuare.

TERMS. Two I)ot.tAr.S in 4d Vance: TwcTdol-- -
Iahs axd Firrr Cexts in it Iflobths; Three Dol- -
Vtiis M expiration of year.. ..: .

Advertisements inserted at $1 per square for tho
first, and 50 Cents for each subsequent insertion.'.

' TElftLT RATE.
Trofesional Cards, (five lines,) $ 5

.
" " (more than five lines,).. ..10

C Quarter of toliunn, ...... IRi
f. Jlalf column......... .371

. One column,.. .. .75
Announcing mndid.-ito-. (fiiiranre,).:... .. S3
2U& Address the Publishers, Post Paid.

'
" LOUDON :

riUDAV, MAY 6, 1S53.

Prospectus of
THE LOlTDOff FEEE PHESS,

For 1333.
ITaving assumed the onorous and responsible

'duties of public journalists, we feel the just de-

sire to increase the circulation of our paper,
as it will not only increase our capabilities of
doing good, but at the same time give us rea-

sonable remuneration for our labors. To ac-

complish this desirable end, we have determin-
ed to send out this Prospectus with a request.
that all wlio feel au interest in the increased
circulation of our paper will send us the largest
number of subscribers thej possibly can. Yet,
wo cannot make this request without tendering
appropriate acknowledgements to several friends
whose exertions in procuring us subscribers have
riot been unnoticed by us.

We deem it unnecessary to occupy a lengthy
exposition of the leading features of the Fkee
Press. Its political complexion is uncompro-
misingly WniG but we are truly glad that the
evil times of unrelenting political warfare has
Tor a time at least ceased, and those so Ion'' and
BO recently in antagonistic array, arc drawing
logemer in menasiup ana in purpose, to mingle
united effort and united wisdom to advance the
interests and the true ylory of Hie land. We
look to the promotion of the interests ofAgricul-
ture, of Manufactories and of Commerce, as' 7

being by far more important to the improve-
ment of the country, than any political issue
Upon which the American people are extensively
divided. These great interests shall have our
wannest support. Our leading aim shall be to
arouse public sentiment to the importance of
industrial progress of enriching our fields, of
beautifying our homes of starting up the busy
hum of industry and enterprise.

As to the merits of the Fkek Press it is for
the public to judge we can only claim that we
have earnestly endeavored to "publish a paper
worthy of publie-jnrtrtmn- gc - J t la filled Jiii

readable matter containing the latest Foreign
nnd Domestic News full and impartial quota-
tions of the Produce Markets of Loudon, Au-

gusta, Savannah, Macon, Charleston, and Nash-Till- e,

with occasional quotations from other im-

portant points together with the prices and
number of Hogs sold in Cincinnati each week
during Packing season also the prices of Pork
at numerous other jtoints, so as to give our Tra-

ders a broad and correct basis of judgement in
regard to this important article of trade. In
a word, our paper is for the business men of
Cast Tennessee.

We arc anxious to increase our circulation,
end have determined to offer the Free Press
at greatly reduced prices to Clubs money to
accompany the names, as follows
Single copv, p annum, $2 00

Three Copies, 5 00

Eight Copies, 12 00
Twelve Copies, " la 0H

Twenty Copies, " 20 00
J. W. k S. B. O'BIUEN, Publishers,

x Loudon, Tenn., Jan. 15, 1833.
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beautiful illustration was given by a divine at
Chelsea. It may be old to our readers, but
it is new and rdcasinf to us.- - - i o

" "Two painters were cmploved to fresco the

on the rude scaffolding for the purpose, some
forty feet from the floor. , One of them was so
intent upon his work that Le became wholly
iibsorded, and in admiration stood off from the
picture, gazing at it with intense delight.
Forgetting where he was he moved back slowly,
surveying critically the work of his pencil, until
lie had neared the edge of the plank upon
which he stood. At this critical moment his
companion turned suddenly, and almost fro-

zen with horror, beheld his imminent peril:
another instant and the enthusiast would be
precipitated upon the pavement beneath; if he
ppoke to him it was certain death; if he held his
peace death was sure. Suddenly he re-

gained his presence of mit.d, and seizing a
brush, he flung it against the wall, spattering
the beautiful picture with unsightly blotches of
coloring. The painter flew forward, and tur-
ned upon his friend with fierce imprecations;
but startled at his ghastly face, he listened to
the recital of danger, looked shudderingly

the dread space below, and with tears of
gratitude blessed the hand that saved hfm.

"So," said the preacher, "we sometimes get
absorbed in lookin? unon the pictures of this
world, and in contemplating them, we 6tep
backwards unconscious of our peril, when the
Almighty dashes out the beautiful images, and
we spring forward to lament that destruction
into the outward streched arms of mercy, and
are saved!"

tfA Ccriositt. Joel T. Hart the Sculptor,
has presented James li. Clay. Esq., of Lexing-
ton, wit': a cane, stick of which is live oak from
the ton b of Cicero; the head a stone from the
cloorsill of the house in which Columbus was

-- born, with medallion likeness of Cicero and
Henry Clay upon it. The cane originlly was
intended by Mr. Hart, as a token of affection
for the late Hon. Henery Clay whose statue
he is now engaged upon iu Florence. Kash.

The Legislature of Del. passed an act at its
last session, prohibiting any non-reside- debtor
from being arrested or bail in that State forrany
debt contracted --beyond its limits. The- - act
further provides, that if any non --resident, debtor
shall be arrested, upon application to any Jndge
of the State, he shall be discharged, upon

roving that he is a non-residen- t, and that theSebtwas contracted beyond the limits of that
State.

From tht Xuthiu'le Banner.
PROCEEDINGS OF THE WHIG'STATE

' ' CONVENTION. ,
The delegates to the Whig State Convention

to nominate a candidate ibr Governor of Ten-

nessee, assembled at the Court House in Nash-
ville, At half past 11 o'clock, A. M., on Monday,
the '23th ult. Gen. J. L. McKoik, of Sumner
county, was called to' the chair, and E. P.
McGlxtv'of Davidson; Roi.f S. Sacxders, of
Kuox, 11. C. McGee, of Gibson, and Joiix E.
IIatciier, of Maury, were appointed Secretaries.

On motion of J. B. White, Esq., a list of the
counties was called, and delegates were reported
from thirty-thre- e counties.

On motion of Edmund Cooper, Esq., of Bed-

ford,
.
' T.iWiZtJ, TUaU &o CJwvirman of this Con-

vention appoint a Committee of five, to prepare
report and resoultior.s for the consideration of the
Convention. '

.

Under this resolution, the President appoint-

ed the following named gentlemen to constitute
said committee, viz: Edmund Cooper, Esq., of
Bedford, Dr. J. W. Richardson, of Rutherford,
Jo. C. Stark, Esq., of Robertson, R. G. Smiley,
Esq., of Davidson and E. A. Moore, Esq., of
Henry v .

Ou motion, tho Convention adjourned to meet
again at half past 2 o'clock, P. M.

. .AFTERNOON SESSION.
The Convention assembled according to ad-

journment
Mr. Cooper, from tho Committee on resolu-

tions, reported the following, which were unani-
mously adopted by acclamation: ' .

1. IiC.'ioJn'iT. That the Whir party in Tennes-
see, glory in their time honored republican prin-cinle- s,

for which they have ever mntendod, and
winch thev have in various political contests
spread finrlv before the peonle particular1 v as
embodied in the Address adiptod bv the Whig
Convention of Tennes'seo. ludil at Nashville,
March 20th, ISjI: and to whieh thev here again.
in Convention assembled, give the sanction of

, .

2. I'wfrrrf. That the Whi r partv of Tennes-
see most bfnrtilv nnnrovp of th Domestic and
Forolrrn Poliv of the National Administration
of Mn.T.ARh Fii.i vope, nnd point to them with
pride, as th practVal exponents of lo prinei-pV- s

an policy of thr Conservative Whi? Pnrtv
of the Uniov, md that the peonle of the South
owe to Mtr.i.ni Fillmore debt of orititu'le,
for his patriotic support of the Constitr'ion, and
the maintenance of the laws of the Union,
which, they fear, they may never be able to
repay. . ".

. ,

?. Iie.?o7rft, That we present bv acclamation
to the people of Tennessee, our Candidate
for the Chief Fxecntive OfhYe of the Stitc. Mnj.
f!rsTrrs A. TlKVRT.of tV eonntv of Montirom-pr- v

. JIwu- m nA inff elo- -
oence, and distincrnislied services, are too wen
known to reouire commendation at our hnns,
ami whoso varied acts as a lee-Islato-r and jurist
entitle him to the earnest and zealous support
of the people of Tennessee.

R. G. Smiley, Esq., offered the following,
which were unanimously adopted:

Jlesoheil. That the President of this Conven-
tion appoint three Central Commi'tee. to
consist of five members in the Eastern Divisiw,
five in the Middle, nnd five in the Western Di-

vision of the State, who 6hall hold the nnpoint-rien- t

for the next tn-- vcars, a rartof whose
duty it shall be. after free consultation, l de-

signate a dav for the meeting of the nt State
Convention to nominate a Whig Candidate, for
Go'-crno-

psxtrSml, That it be the dutv of the President
of this Convention to inform Mai. ITenrv of his
nomination, and to ask his acceptance thereof.

Under the fir.n of these resolutions, the Presi-

dent appointed the following Whig State Cen-

tral Committees: '

For East T nnessce, '
- W. n. Sneed, of KnoT,

R. S. Saunders, do.

T. A. R. Nelson, of Washington,
F. A. Parham, of Hamilton,
W. M. Cocke, of Grainger.

For Mi'tilfc Tennessee.

Robert G. Smiley, of Davidson,

. John A. McEwen, do.
' 'Alien A nail, do.

"E. P. McGinty, ; do, '

Maj. Tom Crntcher, do. 1

For West Tennessee.
e ' W. T. Haskell, of Shelby, .

J. H. McMahon. , do.'
R. B. McGee, of Gibson,
M. R. Hill, do.

R. D. Dashicl. of Madison.

Hon. John Bell was thereupon enthusiasti-

cally called for, and soon after appeared in the

Ilall, and proceeded to address the Convention

at some length, urging in eloquent and forcible

terms the importance of maintaining .whig

principles and whig party organization in Ten-

nessee, and throughout the Union.
John F. House, Esq., of Montgomery, was

then called out, and addressed the Convention

in a speech of thrilling eloquence, pledging the

acceptance of Major Henry, . and his active,

vigorous, determined prosecution of the canvass.
Edmund Cooper, Esq., of Bedford, and R.

Esq., of Wilson, were also called

out, and delivered brief and spirited speeches.

On motion of Jo. C. Starke, Esq., the Con-

vention then adjourned sine die. . - ;
JAS. L. McKOIN, President.

E. P. McGikty, I '

T?-cMT-
!

Secretaries. . . .

J.'E. " ' ' : ' -Hatcjier, J

,' New OklkaXs, April20th. The Daily Delta
of this afternoon has a letter from the Rio

Grande, dated the 15th inst., which announces

thatA company of United States troops had

arrested the notorisus Carvajal and his associa-

tes at Rio Grande city.. He. was confined in

Fort Brown, wilh a strong guard, awaiting an

examinatiai on. certain charges of an., unlaw-
ful character made against Jiim. , '

Pone Pius IX. will arrive in Paris on the
6th of May, and the coronation will take place
on the 10th. in Norte Dame,

From the X, Y. Commercial Ailvertiier nf Friday.

. 'ARRIVAL OF THE CRESCENT CITY
,. jhe steanj ship Crescent city, Capt. McGow-an- ,

from Aspinwall, arrived: this morning, hav-ing'le- ft

that place on the evening of Tuesday,
April 12. On the 13th she passed the steam
ship Falcon, 150 miles distant from, and bound
for Aspinwall. On the 14th, in lat. H 21, long.
81 40, she passed the steamer Pampero, bound
lor ban Juan de .Nicaragua.

Peter C. Bogcr, of Georgia, aged 56, died
on the 10th inst., of dysentery, on board the
Ciesceut City, and John C. Kilton, of Massa-

chusetts, aged 10, of Chagrcs Fever, on the
20th.

The passengers for Colifornia by the Crescent
City, on her outward passage, were forwarded
immediately after their nrrival in Panama, by
the Pacific Mail Steam Ship Co's Steamer Ore-
gon. ' ' " '

The Cr?ent City brings no mails or pnjievi
from California.

A party of ladies and gentlemen from
South-Americ- were robbed of a large amount
of money and other valuables, the thcivcs
were arrested shortly after the commission of
the robbery, nnd committed io the calaboose at
Aspinwall. The Governor had arrived from
Panama, and would try the offenders, immedi-
ately.
- The brig Gen. Z. Taylor arrived at Aspinwall
on the 5th inst., and was discharging cargo
when the Crescent City left. The brig Orion,
Capt. Goodwin, from Boston arrived on the 8th
And was to sail on the 13th. All well.

We are indebted to the purser of tho Cres-

cent City for his favors. : - 5

r--. ': FROM THE ISTHMUS.
'We are indebted to Adams &, Go's, express

for a file of Panama papers to the 5th inst.
. The Panama Star of tllf? latest date publish-
es a summary of the message of President Lo-

pez to the Congress of New Granada from
which we make the following extracts.

The conduct of the neighboring republics, in
regard to Ecuador and the invasions of Flores,
is next touched upon and a hope expressed that
tho points in disputes between Peru and New-Grena-

may be satisfactory adjusted.
The boundary between Costa Rica nnd this

republic is under Consideration by the Ministers
of both nations at Washington; and should the
just claims of New Grenada not be admitted,
steps will be taken to enforce them.

The alocution of the Pope, relative to the
dispute with New Grenada, is alluded to, for
the purpose of calling uttenion to the errors
and false inferences it contains. . The Pope's
Ministers is, however, still at Bogota, though
the Minister of this country has been withdrawn
fiom Rome, and is now employed at the courts
of France and England.

The financial state of the nation next en-grtr-

the President's attention. The public
debt amounts to 177,000,000 reals or 47,125,
000 dollars currency, whilst 28,000,003 reals
($3,500,000) are required for expenses of the
incoming year, and 10,000.000 reals (1,250,000)
to complete that of the current year, which,
with 8,000,000 reals ($1,000,000) to pay the
negotiated debts aud expenses of the army

in? year onlv nmounts to 20,000,0000 reals or
2,500,000 dollars.

This important question has engaged the
consideration of the President and his Ministers,
and he has examined it in every possible bear-
ing; to devise a method of meeting it without
burthening the industry or resources of the
country.

The only possible way he can propose for
remedying this evil is to give 2,0000,000 fan-egad-

of the state land (teirras balodias) to
the creditors, which he conceives can be doue
without any loss to the country.

The acrent of the creditors, in Bogota, i.s said
by the President, to be favorable to this plan,
nnd has obtained data to transmit to England
to forward its eonsumation.

The question of the internal revenue, of the
nation is then discussed. A new arrangement
of the postal system is recommended.

The British mail steamer Quito arrived at
Panama on the 2d inst., bringing advices from
Valparaiso to the "th, nnd from Calloa to the
24th of March. She had $250,000 in specie
on board. .

From Chili the Intelligence is of but little
importance. The President had not yet return-
ed from his Southern tour, .

The French ships of war. Penelope, from. Ac-apnlc-

and La Forte, from Rio Janeiro, had ar-

rived at Valparaiso. Also, two vessels from
Hamburg', on their way to the Russian colony
of Stika, with provisions and passengers.

The markets at Valparaiso were active, but
not unusually so. Vessels, especially of . first
class, were scarce, and freights were advancing.
On California the quotations were 20 to $24.

The American ship Alexandria had arrived
from New York, and barque A. J. Gennes from
Philadelphia, with coal for San Francisco.

From Pern we learn that the difficulties be-

tween that republic and Ecuador, relative to the
expedition of Gen. Flores, have been arranged
by the Ecuadorian Plenipotentary, D. Pedro
Foncay, on the one part, and I. Jose Manuel
Torado, Minister of Foreign affairs for Peru,
on the other, and the articles had .been trans-
mitted to the Ecuadorian Government for rati-

fication. '

- Signor Echenque, President of Peru, is said
to have received through the hands of Gen.
Santa Cruz from the Emperor of France the
Grand Cross of the Legion of Honor, and also
the order of Leopold of Belgium.

A correspondent of the Lima Comcrcio wri-
ting from Arcquipa, on the 17th of April, says

Erom Bolivia they write that "Col. Lloyd,
TL B. M"s charge d'affairs, demanded his pass-
port, in consequence of r.ot having been able
to receive from Gen. Belzn the President, any
satisfaction for certain outrages committed on a
British subject, in Coroeoro, and that the United
States Minister i? thinkin? of doing the same.
"The Cousulsof Peru in Bolivia have received
orders to leave the country within eight days,
and it is feared that Sr. Prada, the Minister,
will not be received.'' -
; The steamer Unicorn was to leave. Tobago

for Australia, on the 6th irist., stopping at Callao.
About one hundred persons were awaiting her
departure at Panama, having taken passage by
her. r;". - ' -

- Senor-Jos- e Greiorio Soldan, the newly ap-

pointed Minister from Peru to New . Grenada,
arrived at Panama on the 2d inst. . . ..

The Panama Star states that Capt. Wright
has obtained, from the governments of Central
America,,; the privilege of running a line of
steamers between the various ports in those, re
publics and Panama, .rr- - . c . :'' '

- The Panama echo announces that a compa-
ny, at the head of. which is Capt. Liebe, an'

gentleman, wninga large tract of
mineral and agricultural :lahd near'Taoaroa,
propose making an immediate; and. thorough
survey of the possessions, with a view to their
settlement by emigrants from the. U. States.

Capt. Harris, British Charg'd Affaires to
Chili, was in Panam, awaiting the departure

of Quito, whichouid leave for Valparaiso on
the 9th inst.

The'anivals at Panama, for the Month of
wiiMere o American steamers, ot which o
California, and 1 from New York, arid 2 Brit-
ish stgnmer from the Southern Coast of Amer-
ica. I he sailing 'vessels .arrived were, 19 in
nnmbery of whjeh were' British and I Amer-
ican.; The-departur- Were 5 American steam-
ers to. California, and 2 British for the: South.'
Sailing vessels cleared, were 15, including--
British and American.

The specie imported for' transit ncrosss the
Isthmus for three months of-- 1S53 was:

From Jan. Feb. March.' Total.
rern4Chili,$535,52a $530,000 $527,000 $1,592,525
Acapuluo, 800,000 800,000
California, ,3US9,050 2,7 10,000 7,83G,000 11,035,050

$4,821,575 3,240,000 S,r,G3,000 13,427,573
TV Clifi'rnia transit for the same time:

jiWrjtZ;.;:.;.....::.;B42 7 i,i5irw
February... 487 2,419
March..! 1,325 ' 1,985 -

Total ....2,631 5,351
The British ship Kate, formerly the Owen

Mitchell, is advertising to obtain $13,000 in
American gold, on a bottomry bond, to defray
costs ot repairs of damage received on the
voyage from Mazatlan to Panama.

WM. SMITH O'BRIEN. .
A letter from this illustrious exile, to the

Dublin Xttion-- calls to' mind his sad and un-

worthy fate. He speaks like a man; his senti-
ments are still noble, patriotic, sublime! The
vile treatment of his unworthy fo'e has not in
the least taiuted his noble mind. Alluding to
the remark of Lord Eglixtox, that. "None of
the persons in whose behalf my interference is
solicited, have expressed contrition for their
crimes, or 'manifested any sense of gratitude or
loyalty to fie gracious Sovereign whom they
have so grievously offended, nnd to whose clem-
ency some f them are indebted for their lives,"
he says: 1

"If it be crirno to have loved the land of mv
fathers withifanatic affection, then am I a crim-
inal. Ifitbcacrime to have devoted to the
welfare of hat land a life of unremitting toil,
then am I a criminal. If it be a crime tohave
foregone fol its sake every object of personal
ambition, niid, what I prize still more, the en-d- e

'.rment.s of domestic association in the happi-
est of honiei, then am I a criminal. If it be a
crime to hale encountered for its sake every
sort of oblixjiy and danger, then am I a crimi-
nal. If it hi a crime to have humbled myself
for its sake to political adversaries, beseeching
them to unite with me in a common effort to
save our common country, then am I a crimi-
nal. Ifit bea crime to have stooped for its
sake to solicitations from the British Parliament
galling alike to personal and , national pride,
then am I a criminal. If it be a crinie, when
I found peaceful remonstrance unavailing, to
have incited my countrymen to appeal to that
final f!d'?T??'jt which oven England can ban-ces- s,

cfe. American suc- -th am I a
have desired to win the freetJj 1,e ,a.cr',mc 10

dence of my country with the lea!?dPi."Te
mount of bloodshed, and with total abstine'u?"
from revolutionary excesses, then am I a crimi
nal. Were 1 in the presence of my Maker, I
could not acknowledge as a crime this devotion
to Ireland. How, then, can I express contri-
tion for it to that government which has been,
both directly and indirectly, both in times far
remote nnd iu the days of its recent calamity,
the agent to which it owes its oppression and
desolation."

It would seem not out of place that the Ex-

ecutive make some proposition in regard to the
release of this distinguished patriot, whose only
crime is that he loved his country too well. In-

terposition in his behalf, while it would be hon-

orable to the government, Would gratify an ad-

miring world, and save an illustrious man from

nu untimely fate. Mr. Fillmore saw fit to inter-

pose in behalf of Kossuth; it was said,also, that
propositions were made in regard to the release
of Madial, Smith O'Brien is surely worth as
much as they. Precedents are not indeed .van-tin- g.

"Washington interposed in behalf of e,

iu the dungeon at Olmutz; but a few
days ago the world was rejoiced at the libera-
tion, through the instrumentality of the Ameri-
can Minister at Madrid, of those unfortunate
Hungarians, who conspired against Cuba. Sa-

vannah Courier -

Turkey. All the world, .except America,
which is just now chasins aquatic birds, seems
to be down on one poor fowl. Turkey, Turkey,
Turkey, no matter whether it be tame or wild,
so it be tJie Turkey, is the cry from one end of
Europe to the other. Some are after a wing,
some a leg, these are content with a piece of
the heart, others hold fast to the gizzard. Poor
bird ! it will soon be peace-meal- Mene, men,
itpharsin, declare its fate. Like all fowls it
seems made to be catpn, and like its fellows,
perhaps the sooner the better.

To be serious, it does seem rather wrong that
crfte nation should be the quarry of all the rest.
Russia on one side,Austria on the other,Franco
on another, nnd England in the middle. Such
13 the state of the Ottoman Empire. It must
soon fall to pieces and be given to ravenous
beasts. It has lived out its life, and grown old,
is fast yielding to necessity. Time was when
the bright Crescent dimmed even the lustre of
the Cross. Now waned and sickly it sinks to
premature decay. It is the sentence pased up-

on all inert and lifeless bodies in this age of the
worhf. Advance, advance,is the ever
word among nations as among individuals.
Who dares lag behind, must consent to become
the pitiless prey of hovering vultures. Savan-

nah Courier.

The press, in Venice, is restricted almost to
the point of suppression.

-- Chinese gongs are advertised in the London

papers.' "One for 40s. will effectually frighten
a thief; one for 60s. will nppal .a burglar; one
for 80s. Will alarm the 'country for miles- - a--

round.
. -

: "Would you be willing to ondertake the man-neeme- nf

ot my property for yonr victuals and
sAtncf" jsaid Giriinb to ft irentleman.. who was
t.lUl'UVW. J j j

congratulating him on his vast possessions.
No,'f was the reply. "Well," that's all I get,".

Mid ih" millionaire. -
'

A lady, who was in the habit of spending. a
large portionr of he time-tn-t-he society of her
neighbors, happened one day takf n suddenly ill
an'd'sent her husband in great haste for a phy-

sician. The husband ran a few rods, but soon
returned, exclaiming "My dear, where shall I
find you when I get back?'

Preparations for Hie Battle of Kimfs Hfountaih.
Win a rtrfirwioi'infr Yin rrn if hoa lfm mention.

ed thatthe capital of Georgia was" iu possession
of the British, and that their posts had been e i-

ntended up the Savannah River, as high as A
Simultaneously with tlw arrival of tlio

enemy was that of Gen. Lincoln, i i
S. Carolina,' and the war off the Revolution" w-- i j
nt once transferred from the Northern to th
Southern States, r r

It was hoped that by the of our
generous ally, France, all that had been lost i i

the south would be recovered at a single blow;
and that by the combined forces of Liucoln an
Count D'Estaing, the army under Provost, an
then concentrated at Savannah, would be cap-

tured. That place was attacked on the 8th c
October, (1778,) but the result blasted all 'the
hitrh hotes of the combined armies: and thei
failure was the precursor of the loss of Chtule
ton and tho reduction of the Sout hern Staler

' Atthis period (1780) a deep gloom hun;
over the cause of American Independence, am
the confidence of its most steadfiiU friends waa
shaken. The reduction of Savannah, the canit
tthition of Charleston and the loss of the entireJ
army under Gen. Lincoln, had depressed the
hopes of the patriotic whigs, and the .sulweouentl
career of British conquest and subjugation of
Oeorgia anl b. Laronna, excited serious appr
hension and alarm for the eventual success of
the American eaus?. At the urgent apjieal
of the patriotic Gov. Rutlege, Virginia had sent
forward reinforcements under Col. Buford. - His
command was defeated and his men butchered
by the sabres of Tarleton. At Camden a sec-

ond southern r.rmy, and commanded by. Gen.
Gates, was dispersrd, captured and signally de-

feated by Cornwallis. But besides these disas-
ters, there were other circumstances that aggra-
vated the discouraging condition of American
affairs. The finances of Congress were low;
Uie paper currency had failed; its depreciation
was every where sinking with a rapid proclivi-
ty still' lower; the treasuries of the states were
exhausted nnd their credit lost; a general dis-

tress .pervaded the country; subsistence and
clothing for the famishing and .

ill-cla- d troops,
were to be procured only by impressment; and
the inability of the government, from the want
of meaus to carry on the war, was openly ad-

mitted. British posts were established, and
garrisons kepi "P at numerous points in the
very heart of the country, and detachments from
the main army were with profane impudence
rioting through the land in an uninterrupted
career of outrage,' aggression and conquest.
Under the protection of these, the loyalists were
encouraged to rise against their whig etnintry-me- h,

to depredate-upo- n their property, insult
their families, seek their lives and drive them
into exile upon the Western waters.

r eriruson took post at a place then called Gil-

bert Town, near the present Rutherfordton, i:i
N.Carolina. From this place he sent 'a most
threatening message by Samuel Philips, a pa-

roled prisoner, that if the ofiicers west of the
mountains did not lay down their opposition to
the British arms he would march his army over,
burn and lay waste their country and hang their
leaders. . Tt reached Shelby about the
last of August. He immedinlr rode 50 or CO
mth.-f-i wwt for tlie purjose ol concert-
ing with him measures nuked to the approach-
ing cricis. He remained with him two da vs.
They came to the determination to raise aH the
riflemen they could, march hastily through the
Jtn tains and endeavor to surprise Forguson

to crlp7inif; llp--
v

hoped to be able-- , at least,
mountain"1 so 03 fo prevent his crossing the
day and the p?cxecution of his threat. The
dezvons of the meiTCcre appointed for the ren-fift- h

of September, anfiVme w3 the twenty-Wataug- a,

selected as b"fr?nmore Shoals, on

point & abounding most in the netjnost cent ral
Col. Sevier, with that intense eanftv-Supplics- .

persuasive address for which he was so? and
liable, began at once to arouse the border-menT- c

the projected enterprise. In this he encounter
ed no difficulty. A spirit of congenial heroism
brought to-- his standard, in a few days, more
men than it was thought either prudent or safe
to withdraw from the settlements: the whole
military force of which was estimated at con-
siderably less than a thousand men. Fully one
half Of that numler was necessary 1o man the
forts and stations, and keep up scouting parties
on the extreme frontier. The remainder were
immediately enrolled for the distant service.
A difficulty arose from another source. Manv
of the volunteers were unable to furnish suitable
horses and equipments. The iron hand of pov-
erty checked the rising ambition of many a
valorous youth, who

haJ heard of battle,.
And who longed to follow to the field some warlike.

- chief!"
"Here," said Mrs. S., pointing to her son, not

yet sixteen years old; "Here, Mr. Sevier, is an-

other of our' boys that want3 to go with his fa-

ther and brother to the war bnt( we have no
horse for him, and, poor fellow, it is a great dis-

tance to walk." Col." Sevier tried to borrow
monev on his own responsibility, to fit out and
fnrnrsh the expedition. But. every inhabitant
had expended the last dollar in taking up his
land, and all the money of his country was thus
in the hands of the Entry-taker- . Sevier waited
upon that officer and represented to him that
the want of means was likely to retard, and in
some measure to" frustrate, his exertions, to car-

ry out the expedition, and suggested to him the
use of the public money in his hands. John'
Adair, Esq., late of Knox county, was the Entry--

taker, and his reply w as worthy of the times
arid worthy of the man. "Cob Sevier, I have
no authority bv law to make that disposition of
this money. It belongs to the impoverished
treasury of North Carolina, and I dare not ap-

propriate a cent of it to any purpose. But, jf
the country is over run by the BririVh, liberty is

?rone. Let the money sro too. Tiike it. If the
enemy, by its use, is driven from the country, I
can trust' that country to justify and vindicate
my conduct. Take it.

Sevier also undertook to bring Col. McDow-
ell and other field officers who with their follow-

ers were then in a state of expatriation amongst
the western settlers, into the measure. In this
he succeeded at once. .

All ff them had been
driven from their homes, which we re now deser-

ted and exposed to the depredations of the-- dis-

orderly and licentious loyalists who joinel the
foreign enemy. Most of them had friends and
kindred, on whom Ferguson and his torics were
even then wreaking their vengence. These
home3 and these friends,; they longed to rescue
and protect from furtherviolenceanddesecretion.

To Shelby wa3 assigned the dufy of securing
the- - of the- - riflemen of Western
Virginia. These had, in many ' a past cam-
paign, with the pioneers of Tennessee, bivouc-ace- d

and fought and iriumphed together oter a
savage foe, and it was deemed essential to the
preservation of liberty and independence to ob-

tain the .aid of these gallant men in resisting
the. invasion of the common; country. Shelby
accordingly' hastened home,, wrote a --letter to
William Camnhe.ll L colonel' commandant" of
Washington 'county, Virginia, and sent if by his
brother. Moses Shelby, to the house of Camp

bell, a distance of forty miles. In this letter j

Col. Shelby . stated' what had been determined
On hi Xei-lnT- otirl himsA r ,.- - a.1 f 1t r t.Kei 1

ivuui lucw iui his regimeni. ' i Hat gaiiani
ofheer, true to the general. cause, but most loyal
to Virginia, replied, by the same : messenger,
that he did not approve of the mea-sure- s that
had been adopted, and that he should pnrsue
Ids original intention and march his men down
by way of the Flower Gap, and get oi the
southern borders of Virginia, ready to meet and
oppose Lord Cornwallis . when he approached
that State. With (his answer Shelby was much
disappointed. He 'was unwilling that the whole
military force of Sullivan and Washington coun-
ties should be taken upOH the contemplated cx
pedition, and thus leave the frontier exposed to
attacks frum the Cherokee,- from whom they
were threatened with; and had good reason to
expect, au immediate invasion. lie, therefore,
Vryie. a second letter and sent it by the sanni
mesnecger, iinmcdiktely back U CuLCampbII
giving additional reasons in favor of the promo-
ted campaign. . To this letter Campbell reptied
that he would co-opera- te with his whole force.

Col. Campbell commanded four hundred men
from Virginia, Cul. Sevier two hundred and for-

ty from Washington, and Col. Shelby two hun-
dred and forty from Sullivan county in North
Carolina. The refugee whigs mustered under
Col. McDowell. AIL were well mounted, and
nearly all armed with a Deckard rifle.

The camp on Watauga, on the 25th of Sep-
tember, presented an animated spectacle.
William exception of tte few colonists en the
distant Cumberland, the entire military force of
what is now Tennessee wn. "siemtiloil ni iY,n

Sycamore Shoals. Scarce a single gunman re-
mained, that day, at his Own house. The young,
ardent- - and energetic had generally enrolled
themselves lor the campaign against Ferguson.
Thejess vigorous and more aged, were left, with
the inferior guns, iu the settlements for. their
protection agaiust the Indians ; but all had at-
tended the rendezvous. The old men wero
there to counsel, encourage and stimulate the
youthful soldier, and to receive, from the colo-
nels, instructions for the defence of the stations
luring their absence. 'Othera were there to
iring, iu rich profusion, the produce of their
arms, which were cheerfully furnished gratui-ousl- y

and without stint, to. complete the outfit
f the cxpediiiou. Gold and silver they had
lot, but subsistence and clothing, and equip-

ment! and the fiery charger anything the fror.t- -

rman owned, in the caum, in the Ldd or the
tuge, was offered, unostentatiously, upon the

r rf tito oiiintf,- - Tin i fV

ere there, and with a suppressed , witness-- 1

the departure of the husband and the broth
er. And there, too, were the heroic mothers.

hh a mournful but noble rridc, to take a
find farewell of their gallant sons.

he sparse settlements of this frontier had nev
er before seen assembled together a concoerso
o peopie so immense and so evidently agitated
b r excitement. The large ma3s of the assem-- b

y were volunteer riflemen, clad in the hoine-s-j
an of their wives and sisters, and wearing

the hunting shirt so characteristic of the bac
w )od.s soldiery, and a few of tbera the motca-s- i

is of their own manufacture. A few of the
of U ers were better dressed, but all in citizen'
t--' thing. The mien of Camplell was stern,
nuthorative and dignified. Shelby was grave.
ta item and determined. Sevier, vivscious, ar-d- e

if, impulsive and energetic. McDowell,
m ving about with the ease nnd dignity of ii
cobniaL magistrate, inspiring veneration
for his virtues and indignant sympathy for the
ft! ngs of himself and his s. All were
coi iplctek wrapt in the- - absorbing subject of
the revolutionary struggle, then approaching its
acn e, and threatening the homes and families
of :he mountaineers themselves. Never did
mountain recess contain within it, a Iofiier cr
moie "enlarged patriotism never a cooler or
mom determined courage.

1 1 the-- seclusion of their homes in the West.
tfu j of the volunteers had only heard of the
po: seVS'gfaHec and had been in undisputed
At antic ctrj independence for which their
Th j near approach o. were now struggling.
them from their seeuritvynson had awakened
vio ence and depredation of Audignant at the
weie now embodied to chastisUowers, they
then. This they had done at thei, avenge
anc npon the motion of their own leadtscstiou
out any requisition from the governmer?:'e-Ar- r

erica or the ofiicers of the continental . .
my - Indeed, at this momcnf, the American
arrr v in the South was almost annihilated, ami
the friends of the American cause were di3

coh aged and - despondent. The British were
eveiywhere triumphant, and the loyalists, under
the pretence of . promoting the sevice of his
Britannic Majesty, were many, in sections perpe-tr- at

ng the greatest outrage and cruelty npon
the whigs. The attitude of these volunteer de-

tachments was forlorn as it was gallant,, At
the ime of the embodiment, and for several
day after they had marched against the enemy,
flusl ed with recent victories and confident of
furt) er conquest, it was not known to them that
a single armed corps of Americans wa3 mar-

shal ed for their assistance or relief. The crisis
was indeed, dark and gloomy. But indomita-

ble i patriots were present, prepared and wil-

ling to meet It. The jvwnnc of no army could
have been better, lhere was strengtn, cn-ter- pi

ise, courage and enthusiasm. The ardoor
and impetuosity and rashness of youth were,
then to project and execute, with the wisdom of
mnti re age, to temper and direct them: the cau-

tion af the Cither and the irrepressible of the
son. ,

Without delay, early bii the morning of the
next day after its rendezvous at Wfltanga, the
little army was on the march. Before the
trooTs left the camp, the officers requested that
they -- hould assemble for the purpose of com-

mon' ing the army to Divine protection and
guidi nee. They promptly complied with the
renu( st. Prayer" solcfnn and appropriate, was

' offcrdd by a clergyman present, and the rifie-- j
men iiounted their horses and started on the'
distar t campaign. -

A ft f r leaving the rendezvous at the Sycnmore
Shoal i, the troops took up the line of march;
passu g along the valley of Gap Creek, they

encamped the first night at the null ot
1780 Mr. MathewTolbot.' They pursued
Brigh s track Across the Yellow Mouutain.
The & aff was incomplete; rather, there tots' no
staff; fio" quarter-maste- r, no commissary, no ser- -

geon, bio chnplan. As in all their inaian caia- -

paign Uin mnnnioi nmi unpncnm nereu im
. 1 .. I V.w.f, ni-i- n

bag aLm fhaiii mjfiiutq were r;miu.
each dfh'cer. set ont with his trusiy Dec.,liard

on hisLshoulder. A snot poucit
a knifi. a knapsack and a blanket, compiled
the or. At night, tne can" """ ui1"

bed nnM the heavens a swonnp; ine mocmain

stream quenched ins iii. ".-..

l.v his iron." Soine beeves Were driv- -

hc rear, to furnish subsistence while in the
ntsl Din mey unpeueu me rapiuuy ox

ch, and, after the first day, -- were aban- -

Aiter passing me mountain, tne troops
spanna tne property oi ine wmgs, quanertu nu
subsistdd upon the torics. Eanutey's Tennessee.


